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Putting a Price on

Reproductive losses

It's hard to put a price on the losses

of an inefficient reproductive program,

Unlike a drop in milk production, the

paycheck will not fluctuate weekly.

And unlike mastitis, treatment don’t bills

pile up when problems arise. Even

when we don’t recognize reproductive

losses as routinely as other sectors of

the dairy, income can be lost if your

reproductive program is not working

optimally. According to University of

Nebraska extension specialist Jeffery

and keown and Paul Kononoff,four

areas are the basis for the majority of

reproductive losses:

• Calving intervals that are too long

or too short

• Dry periods that are too long or

too short

• A.I. performance ,particularly high

services per conception

• Heifers too old at freshening

The good news is that the four

major reproductive areas require

little if any additional capital inputs,

but improvements can substantially

increase revenue. This article discuss

ways to properly manage each area,

and help put a dollar value to your

current program.
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Associations between hoof

lesionsandlocomotionscore
(By Néstor Tadich, Efrén Flor and

Laura Green)
To investigate the association between

locomotion score and types of hoof lesion,

cows from 91 selected dairy herds in

southernChile were studied. The locomotion

score was recorded for all of the lactating

cows (n = 10,699). The mean prevalence of

lame cows, when all locomotion scores >1

were included was %33.2 in large herds and

%28.7 in small herds. There were ,%39.7

%17.9 ,%42 and %0.4 cows with locomotion

scores of 4 ,3 ,2 and 5, respectively. Feet

(with locomotion scores representative of

all severities of lameness) were examined

on 676 cows from 34 large herds and 422

cows from 57 small herds. The prevalence

of lesions by type ranged from %65 of

cattle with at least one white line lesion

to %2 of cattle with an interdigital

growth.

The lesions linked with increasingly

poor locomotion were sole ulcer,

double sole and interdigital purulent

inflammation. There was correlation

between claw skin lesions and also

between sole ulcer and double sole

within cows. It was concluded that the

presence of a lesion does not imply

that it is necessarily associated with

increasing locomotion score. The lack of

association between certain lesions and

poor locomotion scores indicates either

that these lesions are causing different

severities of lameness, or that the case

definitions used were not sufficiently

precise. Locomotion score may not be

sensitive enough to detect all lesions (and

possibly discomfort).
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Abstracts
Dairy housing seminar

Dairy housing seminar,attended in autumn

2009. Ted Gribble invited by Nolan Livstock

and Agriculture group.Dairy housing

needs,new facility trends,confinement

systems,housing configuration ,cooling

and ventilation systems and etc have

been discussed in this seminar.here is

a brief report of Dairy housing seminar.

Five-G, Dairy Engineering
since 1963.

We are registered engineers specializing

in the planning and design of custom

dairy and agricultural facilities, providing

complete custom planning for your facilities,

whether all new or remodel/expansion

We have extensive experience with long-

range master planning, waste management,

permitting, cattle traffic, parlor planning,

housing design and feeding systems

Five-G Consulting provides a range of

complete design services from site selection

through plan development to construction

management. We custom tailor services

provided on each project to the specific

needs of the individual producer. Let us help

you save on not only construction but also

operational costs by planning your dairy for

efficiency geared to your personal needs.

We utilize the latest technology and modern

concepts in dairy design tomeet both your and

the regulatory agencies' high standards.

NOLAN
special Magazine For Dairy Cows

NO 3,page 54
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